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AN EPIC CULTURAL 

JOURNEY THAT REVEALS 

HOW VENETIAN INGENUITY AND 

INVENTIONS SHAPED MODERNITY.

How did a small, isolated city—with a population 
that never exceeded 180,000, even in its hey-
day—come to transform western civilization? 
Acclaimed anthropologist Meredith F. Small, 
the author of the groundbreaking Our Babies, 
Ourselves examines the unique Venetian social 
structure that was key to their explosion of  
creativity and invention that ranged from the 
material to the social. 

Venice is already famed for its haunting 
beauty, captivating architecture, and unique 
aquatic setting.  But the importance of Ven-
ice runs even deeper.  Venice has shaped con-
temporary notions of society and institutions 
throughout the western world. Whether it was 
boats or money, medicine or cosmetics, opera, 
semicolons, glasses, child-labor laws, even the 
concept of quarantine—these all originated in 
Venice. The foundation of how we now think 
about community, health care, finances, con-
sumerism, the relationship between religion 
and civic society, and globalization all sprung 
forth from the Laguna Veneta. 

As Inventing the World brilliantly reveals, 
Venice is far from a historic relic or a life-sized 
museum.  It is a living city that still embraces 
its innovative roots.  As climate change effects 
sea-level rises, Venice is on the front lines of 
preserving its legacy and cultural history to in-
spire a new generation of innovators.
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“Venice does not lack admirers, but this is an inventive addition. Small emphasizes the 
city’s social structure as she describes ‘how one small place had an outsized influence on 

the development of Western culture.’ Venice lovers already familiar with plaudits by other 
travelers and historians will enjoy this different perspective.”

—Kirkus Reviews

“Packed with compelling information.  The reader may have trouble putting it down.”
—Salon 

“Nothing less than a liberation.  Filled with engaging wit and profound scholarship.”
—James Shreeve, author of The Neanderthal Enigma

“Elegant and engaging.”
—Frans de Waal, New York Times 

bestselling author of Mama’s Last Hug 
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